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Perhaps you have heard this question:  If you were a person who discovered the complete cure 

for cancer, or the medicine that would cure all the AIDS cases in the world, would you choose to 

keep this life-enhancing information to yourself?  Would you conclude that it is too hard to tell 

others, or would make you feel embarrassed on the inside? 

 

No, I’m sure if you had that kind of exciting and wonderful news that you would want to tell 

everyone you could.  You would want to shout it from the housetops, and get this news out in 

every possible way, so that the whole world would know.   

 

Well my friends the ironic thing is that as Christians we have even more magnificent and 

wonderful news than a cure for cancer or AIDS.  We have a message that makes an even more 

radical difference in people and the world than the greatest medical discovery. 

 

For the radical message of Jesus is that he loves each and every person no matter what they have 

done, or where they are at in life.  He loves each person with an everlasting love that can heal not 

just an outward disease, but can completely heal a person’s brokenness on the inside. 

 

This radical love of Jesus was willing to suffer and die on the cross so that whatever sins we 

have committed can be forgiven and washed clean.  In fact, there is nothing any person has done 

that is too great for Jesus to forgive.  There is no person beyond hope. 

 

And this radical love of Jesus not only can heal our earthly pain and brokenness, and can forgive 

all our sins, but he can promise and assure each person who believes eternal life with him in 

heaven.  Wow, even a cancer or AIDS cure cannot prevent the eventual death of each person.  

Only Jesus can transform one’s life now, and for eternity. 

 

So isn’t this message and truth of Jesus something that all Christians are telling everyone about?  

Do you see Christians today wanting to do whatever they can to help their friends and neighbors 

to know the good news of Jesus and his love?  Do we see churches everywhere whose whole 

motivation and mission is to reach the lost for Jesus Christ? 

 

Unfortunately we need to answer these questions as no.  Even though we share the most radical 

and life-transforming message in all of history, the witness and efforts in this area are pretty 

minimal.  In fact, there are some who feel that it is not for them to tell others, or it is better to 

keep faith matters personal, or however another person chooses to live is none of their business.  

 

In Acts 1:8, Jesus said these words to his church, and to all who will follow him:  “But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

(which is like Hoffman and this area), and in Judea (which is like this West Central and 

surrounding areas), and Samaria (which is like Minnesota and the five state region), and to the 

ends of the earth (which is throughout the world). 

 



Jesus’ commission and charge to each of his followers, and to his church, is that we be witnesses 

to others of his amazing love and grace.  His call is that you don’t hide your lights under a basket 

but let them shine so that all may see.  Jesus is counting on you and me to personally share and 

tell others about him.  He is counting on us to bring his healing love to this world. 

 

And yet how do we do this?  How can each one of us learn some ways we can effectively 

witness to someone else?  Well, in the next few weeks we at Messiah are going to focus on some 

helpful ways that each one of us can talk to another person about Jesus.  We are going to focus 

on how each one of us can actually walk across a room and reach out in love. 

 

A few years ago Pastor Bill Hybels from Willow Creek Community Church in the Chicago 

suburb of Barrington wrote a book on telling others about Jesus titled, “Just Walk Across the 

Room.”  These next few weeks I will focus on some very practical steps he talks about in his 

book on how we can all be caring witnesses for Jesus. 

 

Now in discussing this topic of witnessing there are a couple important things I want to 

emphasize.  First, I want to make it very clear that these messages are not at all about simply 

getting more members at Messiah or about growing our church. 

 

I know there are churches today, and even denominations, that are trying to market their church 

in new ways.  In fact, as many churches and denominations are losing significant numbers of 

members more emphasis is being placed on ways to invite others. 

 

Now I’m not saying this is bad in and of itself.  Most people do come to churches through a 

personal invitation.  And yet if just getting more people through the church doors, or just getting 

more people on the membership rolls is the goal, this outreach will fall short. 

 

For us to truly walk across the room and share Jesus our primary focus needs to be on loving and 

caring for that person.  Our primary focus needs to be on getting to know them, on listening to 

them first, and to wanting them from the depths of our heart to know the love of Jesus. 

 

The last thing a person may need at that time is simply an invitation to church.  In fact, many 

who are searching today have been turned off by or are bitter about the church.  So if one’s focus 

is mostly to give a sales pitch about their church, or if this sharing makes a person feel they are 

simply a number, this witness will totally fail. 

 

Only as a person knows that your own love for Jesus is so sincere, and that in faith you love and 

care deeply about them as a person, it is only then that your witness will be heard.  Remember, 

being a member on some church roll means nothing; knowing Jesus in a personal way is what 

our mission is all about. 

 

I know as I have witnessed to many people over the years, if the opportunity has opened up, I 

have often encouraged them to go to another church than my own.  If I have sensed that they 

need a certain kind of message, or a different worship style, or a certain Bible learning 

opportunity I have often encouraged them to go to a church that will best meet their needs. 

 

To truly witness to someone our concern is about their growth in faith.  Our concern is that they 

know the love and forgiving power of Jesus.  If they find what they need here at Messiah that is 

great and wonderful; and yet if they can better be served in another church we need to encourage 

them there.  The individual, their needs and feelings, need to be the top priority. 



 

The second important thing I want to emphasize is that witnessing is not about any of us being 

the judge of others or about us deciding who is going to heaven and who is not.  Only God 

knows people’s hearts and only he has the power to save.  Our job is to plant and water the seeds 

of God’s grace while it is he who gives the growth. 

 

And what we need to realize is that the Scriptures, the Bible, have a lot more to say about those 

of us who know the truth of Jesus and don’t pass it on than it does about God’s judgment on 

sinners.  The Bible does not paint a very nice picture of what may happen to people who claim to 

be religious or Christians, or to churches who claim to follow Christ, but who neglect his call to 

go into the world and make disciples. 

 

In Matthew 7:21 Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but only those who do the will of my Father who is in heaven.”  God’s will is that all 

people know his truth and be saved.  And to do this, he is counting on you and me. 

 

So in walking across the room and sharing our faith story with another we are called to witness 

to all people.  Whether a person seems far away from God, or has a messy life with obvious sins, 

or whether the person is one who looks like a model Christian and church member, our call is to 

share the amazing and wonderful grace and love of God with all people. 

 

I know there have been many times in my life when I have gotten wrapped up in my busy 

schedule or in trying to do everything by myself.  There have been many times, even as a pastor, 

when I have neglected to pray and rely on God like I often proclaim to others. 

 

And yet the good news is that these times there have often been people who have walked across 

the room and have shared with me their story of what the Holy Spirit is doing in them.  And in 

their love and grace-centered caring I have realized that God is still present with me.  We all 

definitely need the witness and encouragement of others as we live by faith. 

 

So these next few Sundays we are going to talk about ways each one of you can get up the 

courage to walk across a room and share God’s love with another.  We are going to talk about 

how to trust the Holy Spirit to lead, and how our calling is to plant and water the seeds, while 

God gives the growth. 

 

We will also talk about the importance of developing friendships with others, of listening first to 

their stories.  A person needs to know we care about their needs; we need to show them grace 

and love in order to earn the right to be heard.  So many evangelism programs over the years 

have forgotten this. 

 

I invite each one of you to join us on this journey of learning how to point people to Christ.  

What is so apparent in so many things in life—the one who grows the most is always the one 

learns new skills, practices them, and then ventures out in faith.  May God bless each of us at 

Messiah as we seek to be faithful to Christ’s mission. 

 

Jesus said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8)      


